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Why absent cause? 
 
While reading Reynold Humphries’ excellent book, The Hollywood Horror Film, 1931-1941: Madness 

in a Social Landscape, I became fascinated by the formulation of history as the “absent cause” under 
capitalism – the “Real” that cannot be acknowledged, especially in the U.S., at the cost of exposing to 
the working class the exploitative (and unnecessary) nature of the whole system. 
 
It is a great description of a phenomenon that every politically aware person has experienced: the dis-
avowal and ridiculing of the impact of slavery on people of color; the training by which the population 
"forgets" the lies that were used to start the last war, just in time to accept them for the next one; the phe-
nomenon of otherwise sensible, progressive people being sucked into voting for the "lesser evil" every 
election cycle; and so on. 
 
The absent cause also jibes with an understanding of the gothic as "primarily a symbol of pastness, and 
pastness that is in the process of returning" (Catherine Spooner) and the experience of survivors recover-
ing suppressed memories of childhood abuse and coping with PTSD.  
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A year in the (un)life 
By redguard 

 

Several years ago, during a desperate encounter 
in Union Square Park, my brother Imani handed 
me Drop Dead: the Zine of Lesbian Battering. It 
was created by a butch woman who’d been bat-
tered and abused by her fem lover. 
 
She examined her pain, inside and outside, in 
excruciating detail (right down to the color photo 
of a gruesome wound on her arm, attached to the 
front cover with a piece of medical tape.) She 
questioned the responses from people in her com-
munity as well as the “authorities.” She presented 
advice and resources for survivors. Most of all, 
she offered this mandate: fight back. 
 
For better or worse, that zine saved my life. 
 
I tried writing to thank the person who’d put her 
life on the line to make that zine. The letter came 
back from Seattle unopened. She’d moved on — 
to better things, I hope. 
 
I still have Drop Dead. It’s sitting on the desk 
next to me as I write this. It’s the closest thing I 
have to a sacred object. Many months will pass 
without my giving it a thought. But I always 
come back to it. 
 
To resist, the Palestinians say, is to exist. This is 
no mere abstraction for an occupied and exiled 
people, nor for a person who has lived with 
abuse. It really is the root of our survival. 
 

***** 

Last week I revealed something in therapy that 
was new to me: I have a hard time remembering 
the feelings I had or things that happened to me 
before my daughter Ripley’s birth in 2004. 
 
Back then I wanted to die more than anything. 
When I resigned myself to staying in the world 
for my child’s sake, I had to cut off a lot of past 

feelings, good and bad. 
 
I can hardly remember my time in Los Angeles 
11 years ago. I spent months there, homeless and 
fleeing / not-fleeing my abuser. It was undoubt-
edly one of the most intense experiences of my 
life and one that haunted me for years. Now it 
seems like it happened to someone else. 
 
It did happen to someone else. It happened to 
Greg, the person who used to inhabit this body. 
He didn’t make it. He died in 2002, and all that 
was left was a shell — something that looked, 
talked and (sometimes) acted like Greg, but was 
not Greg. 
 
What I didn’t realize until now was that the shell 
has finally taken on a life of its own. 
 
Maybe this is why everything seems so new. It’s 
not just being in recovery from depression for the 
first time. It’s not just how I’ve opened up to the 
desire and need for friendship in ways I’d never 
experienced or even thought of. It’s even more 
than the dramatic way my empathy for fellow 
survivors has awakened. 
 
It’s the newness of a life / unlife that is rooted in 
this body’s previous experience, yet strangely, 
clearly demarcated from it. 

 
***** 

I am a survivor.  
 
I survived a childhood of poverty, alcoholism, 
physical, emotional and sexual abuse. 
 
I survived depression, anorexia, binge eating, 
bullying and body-hatred. 
 
I survived an adult relationship filled with physi-
cal, emotional and sexual abuse. 
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I survived living homeless and alone on the 
streets of Los Angeles. 
 
I survived a decade of severe, debilitating depres-
sion, post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety at-
tacks, isolation, misdiagnosis, on-again, off-again 
health insurance, frequent inability to work, and 
society and individuals (including people I 
trusted) telling me to “just get over it.” 
 
I’ve survived a year (so far) of recovery from 
depression that has had exhilarating highs and 
devastating lows, friendships made and friend-
ships lost, questioning my marriage and the very 
nature of sexuality as a feminist, political man 
who is fiercely attracted to strong women.  
 
This has been a year of struggle, most of all, with 
issues of friendships and boundaries. For the 
most part, these boundaries are completely un-
known to me. I approach them with the wide-
eyed questioning of a child but the desires and 
needs of an adult who has lived through a lot.  
 
What are the boundaries of friendship, of empa-
thy, of intimacy, of sex? Why do they exist? 
Should they exist? Am I oppressing someone by 
testing the boundaries? What does it mean to my 
ability to grow if I accept them, if I reject them, if 
I try to strike a compromise?  
 

***** 

 
A zine is just a zine. But to me Absent Cause is 
more. A year ago, two years ago, five or 10 years 
ago, it would have been impossible. Every time I 
thought of creating a zine (or anything, for that 
matter), my mind would run down how worthless 
I was, how I had nothing worth saying and no 
one to say it to. 
 
I didn’t have the wonderful network of friends 
and artists and writers that I have now — so 
many of whom have survived painful abuse and 
mental illness, just like me. Before, I wouldn’t 

have had the confidence to ask them to contribute 
to a project I initiated.  
 
Now that it’s nearly complete, I realize that Ab-

sent Cause was a test I set for myself. A test of 
how real my progress is. It’s been a struggle, but 
it’s happened, and I’m tremendously proud of the 
results. I’m proud to give an outlet to so many 
people whom I love, respect and admire, and 
through them, give myself a voice as well. 
 
For a while it felt like Absent Cause might be 
nothing more that a pretty headstone, the last 
gasp of a recovery that went as far as it could but 
ran up against an inevitable dead end: me.  
 
Today, though, I am thinking ahead three months 
to the first issue of my comic book (an even 
longer-held dream) and beyond that, to the next 
issue of Absent Cause. I’m thinking about 
strengthening existing friendships and making 
new ones. I’m thinking about how to help my 
vampire family and spread its message of toler-
ance and unity to the community. I’m thinking 
about how to build the struggle of working-class 
and oppressed people against racism, poverty and 
war — for socialism, my first and last passion.  
 

***** 

 

I am a revenant, I walk in the shadows, I am not 
who or what I once was.  
 
Now, I wield these oaths like weapons: 
Damn the shame. We struggle to live, and we 
live to struggle. To resist is to exist. 
 
I hope you enjoy AC and find a bit of yourself in 
it. I hope something in these pages inspires you 
to write, rant, draw, paint, sing, fuck, love, pro-
test, fight back. I hope you will contribute what-
ever it is to the next issue and pass it on. 
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Untitled (nail lacquer) from 1986 by Ruslana Eisenschmidt 
 
Ruslana Eisenschmidt has painted and drawn every single day since she was 5 
years old. Together with her cat Susi and fishes Tick, Trick and Track, she lives 
in Berlin Friedrichshain, Germany. Since 1998 she has dedicated herself to the 
computer program Flash and created computer animations in comic style. Her 
flash animations can be seen on www.ruslana-berlin.de. She is also an author, 
fencer and former “enthusiastic rave girlie.” Her paintings, drawings, illustra-
tions and collage can be seen on www.myspace.com/ruslanaeisenschmidt. 
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Velocity Chyaldd: 

‘If I wanted to survive,  
I had to learn to accept myself’ 

I came upon the Vulgaras album Aphrodite 
P.O.V. in an East Village Goth shop last year 

and bought it based on the striking cover and 

song titles. It turned out to be a good argument 

for judging a book (or CD) by its cover. The 

songs grabbed me and slapped me around. As a 

survivor of sexual, physical and emotional abuse 

as both a child and adult, I “got it” immediately 

– singer/songwriter Velocity Chyaldd’s words 

and voice spoke to me with great power. Since 

then I’ve had the pleasure of attending some of 

the band’s live shows in New York City. This in-

terview was conducted in March and June 2008, 

as Vulgaras was preparing for the release of 

their third album, Heavy Handed Heart. 
 
redguard: Vulgaras makes no bones about con-

fronting issues like child abuse, sexual exploita-

tion and women's oppression. Has that made it 

hard to carve a niche for yourselves in the East 

Village/LES scene, or has it been welcomed as 

something that was sorely lacking? 

 
Velocity Chyaldd: I believe anytime honesty is 
used at the forefront of expression, it is received 
with BOTH hesitation and applause. 
 
redguard: Your mantra, "Damn the shame," is a 

powerful challenge to the guilty feelings that 

plague so many survivors of abuse and trauma. 

What events in your life brought you to the point 

where you could strike out so forcefully against 

shame? 
 
Velocity: Being an only child, I was alone with 
the abuse and I wore it to school. People knew 
something was wrong but assumed it was me that 
was wrong, so the vibe outside of the home was 
just as abusive. I entered into an abusive mar-
riage when I was 23. I used stripping to get out of 
that situation at 25. I could go into it further, but I 
think you get the picture. If I wanted to survive I 

had to learn how to accept myself and all the so-
called “shameful” things associated with being 
me. 
 
redguard: You've described Vulgaras as a 

“vehicle for my messages and emotional exor-

cism.” Do you get a lot of feedback from abuse 

survivors and women who feel empowered by 

your music and your intense, up-close perform-

ances? 

Velocity Chyaldd by Johnny Swigz  
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Velocity: Yes, I do, it matters very much to me. 
It's nice to know you're not alone. It's a two way 
street. I'm reminded I'm not alone just as much as 
my audience can be. 
 
redguard: You’re passionately anti-war and 

anti-repression in addition to being an advocate 

for survivors and women power. Do you consider 

yourself a political artist? Are you an activist? 
 
Velocity: I'm pro-
active, if something 
is wrong...something 
should be done about 
it. I'm pro-female, 
women are equal to 
men. Unfortunately 
not everyone can 
accept that reality, so 
I'm obligated to say 
something about it. I 
believe people 
should speak out 
about the injustice 
they see, it's a human 
obligation. As an 
artist I'm lucky that I 
have a built-in outlet, 
so the activism is 
naturally occurring. 
 
redguard: You're 

outspoken about re-

claiming female 

sexuality. While you 

are one of the most 

confrontational art-

ists walking that 

path, it seems like 

many women, trans-

gender people, sex 

workers and others 

are also embracing 

burlesque as a way 

to claim power over their sexuality. How do you 

walk the line between asserting a feminist, em-

powering sexuality and the constant commercial 

attempts to co-opt it? 

 
Velocity: Sex sells. I can't change that fact and I 

wouldn't want to. Prostitution is taboo in my 
opinion because when women get their hands on 
their own sexual power, no matter what their pro-
clivities may be, they become formidable. Bur-
lesque for example is just another form of femi-
nine sexual expression. 
 
redguard: Musically, your first two albums had 

very distinct sounds. Aphrodite P.O.W. empha-

sized the grindcore / goth / punk influences and 

Year of the Whore 
had more of a 

rock / metal sound 

to me. The song 

"Hot Knife" from 

the forthcoming 

album sounds very 

bluesy. One thing 

that hasn't changed 

is the intensity of 

your lyrics and 

performance. How 

much of that musi-

cal progression do 

you attribute to 

your own evolution 

as an artist, and 

how much does it 

have to do with 

changes in the 

band lineup? 
 
Velocity: They go 
hand in hand. The 
more we evolve as 
artists the more we 
are surrounded by 
evidence of that 
fact. Law of attrac-
tion. The changes 
in our lineup are 
tied to the changes 
in our overall atti-
tude. Our upcom-

ing album Heavy Handed Heart has had me 
reaching deeper into myself. The blues were 
made to move people with all of the feelings we 
usually want to ignore. Our upcoming album is 
filled with those feelings. The emotional passion 
on this album is tailor-made for the blues. 

Vulgaras by Johnny Swigz  
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redguard: Speaking of lineup changes, drummer 

Goddess Diana was with you at the beginning of 

Vulgaras. What does it mean to you that she is no 

longer with the band? 

 
Velocity: It means that people grow in different 
directions. Musically we just weren't on the same 
page anymore. Spiritually it was the same differ-
ence. We had to let her go and it was probably 
one of the most gut-wrenchingly painful things 
I've ever had to do in 
my adult life. The mu-
sic demanded it. We 
had to obey. 
 
redguard: How has 

the band dynamic 

changed now that 

you're the only woman 

in a group with the 

Anti-Dave, Oz and 

Bones? 
 
Velocity: Vulgaras is 
the only band I've ever 
known. Diana was the 
only drummer I've ever 
worked with. Bones is 
a very sage and sea-
soned drummer and it's 
an honor having him at 
my back. As far as 
"boys" and "girls" are 
concerned, I've always 
been "one of the boys" 

with my band members. I can say, though, that 
there is a forceful wall of sexual energy behind 
me now when I wail. You can slice it with a 
knife. 
 
redguard: Although you're best known for your 

music and organizing the monthly !BadAss! Bur-

lesque performance, you've done a wide variety 

of artistic projects, from the 2005 horror film 

"Aunt Rose" to the gorgeous paintings that some-

times grace Vulga-

ras' MySpace page. 

What are you pas-

sionate about that 

your fans don't 

know? 
 
Velocity: Cooking. I 
love to cook unusual 
tasty and exotic 
food. 
 
redguard: Finally, I 

have to ask: Will you 

make Dave learn 

how to play "Bang-

Bang"? 

 
Velocity: [Laughs] 
We've been playing 
it live lately. Dave 
and I have a side 
duet project known 
as Manmaid, and 
we've been bringing 
“Bang-Bang” into it. 

    

For updates on upcoming Vulgaras shows For updates on upcoming Vulgaras shows For updates on upcoming Vulgaras shows For updates on upcoming Vulgaras shows     
and the new album, visit and the new album, visit and the new album, visit and the new album, visit     

http://www.myspace.com/vulgaras   
http://www.vulgaras.net 

 

Learn more about !BadAss! Burlesque atLearn more about !BadAss! Burlesque atLearn more about !BadAss! Burlesque atLearn more about !BadAss! Burlesque at    
http://www.badassburlesque.com 
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For All Those Who Are  

Struggling with Something 
By Eman Rimawi 

The older I get and the harder various struggles 
get in life, I realize more and more just how nec-
essary and important community, family and 
unity are. We can't do it all alone. We just can't. I 
know I can't. 
 
As strong and triumphant and hard as many of us 
who struggle seem on the out-
side, going about the day to day, 
it's when we're at that peak of 
struggle that we need a hand to 
reach out to.  
 
How many of us, after a hard 
ass day of being the rock, being 
the strong one, going through 
the motions, have come home 
and cried alone? Or sucked it up 
and internalized it into self de-
struction? Or worse, took it out 
on someone we love who we 
didn't trust enough at the time to 
let in to give us the comfort we 
needed at our most vulnerable 
moment? 
 
It's time for us to truly be strong. 
And that doesn't mean being solitary. The saying 
that there is strength in numbers isn't a myth. 
Finding in community that solace and peace is 
important. Yes, we need that in ourselves as indi-
viduals as well, but having support through the 
process of finding self is so valuable.  
 
So this is me, being strong and brave and inde-
pendent and saying I struggle and need the sup-
port of community.  
 
I've been struggling with my Lupus and trying 
not to fold into myself because of the pain or the 

stark reality of what it’s doing to my body. I put 
on a front that everything is okay when it's not. I 
smile through the pain. I joke through the seri-
ousness of what my doctors tell me. It gets harder 
and harder for me to go to appointments alone 
and hear that I have to hear. And sometimes I just 
want someone to hold me and let me cry in their 

arms. I don't necessarily need a solution or my 
problem solved. Just the comfort of knowing I'm 
not alone through it all.  
 
I struggle with my sexuality and feeling continu-
ously judged by the various communities I'm part 
of. I feel like I'm judged for having loved a man, 
even though I'm part of the LGBT community 
and don't consider myself bi and feel more pan-
sexual. I feel lost in what I want and need and 
knowing that I can love whoever the hell I want, 
knowing that I am who I am. I'm feminine, but 
that doesn't take away my desire for other 

‘Altered Realities’ by Eman Rimawi 
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women. And that doesn't take away from the fact 
that there is a man who I love dearly and if we 
were still together, I would have stayed with him. 
That doesn't change who I am. In fact, it makes 
my sexual orientation stronger, because I define 
how I feel and who I feel it for, because, I am 
just feeling. Woman, man, does it matter as long 
as I'm loved and love another? I'm still me. There 
are those who have supported me no matter what, 
but why not more? 
 

I struggle with depression and how very far and 
deep it can and has taken me. Knowing that some 
of my best art, my best writing, my best perform-
ances have come when I let myself fall so deeply 
and completely into that dark place. But some-
times it's hard to come back up. Hard to remem-
ber to breathe, to live, to smile, to be. I get 
sucked into sickness and thought and bills and 
working and struggling so much that I forget 
about the beauty in the world. Sometimes I need 
help to remember. Need a hand to pull me up 
before I drown. I struggle with the DNA I have 
that is so close to that dark, tortured self and need 

for you to tell me it will truly be okay sometimes. 
I am, for so many, the rock, the strength, that re-
assurance. I need a rock now to support my jour-
ney back to the light every now and again. 
 
I struggle with my identity. Never black enough. 
Never Palestinian enough. Too light. Too dark. 
Hair too soft. Hips too wide. Nose too small. 
Lips not full enough. Eyes too light. Too confus-
ing-looking. Where is the love of just being a 
woman of color, who just wants love from my 

various communities? I'll never pass for white. 
But I need to be sometimes. Sometimes I feel so 
alienated. So disconnected to the identities I 
claim. Other times I wear my pride so brightly on 
my sleeve that it's even painful for those who are 
"purely" from that community. Maybe I'm trying 
too hard. Maybe not hard enough. I can only be 
who I am. And this is who I am. Black Mother. 
Palestinian Father. Born and raised in NYC and 
lived everywhere else in between since then. 
Broken Arabic/English tongue. Hummus and 
Fried Chicken. Christmas and Eid. Easter and 
Ramadan. Mosque and Church. That’s  who I 

‘Dark Beauty’ by Eman Rimawi 
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am. And I need for there to be community that 
acknowledges and accepts that.  
 
I struggle with myself. Stubborn and proud. 
Hard-headed and strong. Vulnerable and weak. 
Energetic and beautiful. Triumphant and timid. 
Shy and bold. A force to be reckoned with unless 
crippled by some unknown thing to silence my 
tongue. A child of an alcoholic who struggles 
with being an enabler and tries to not be an ad-
dict as well. A woman struggling to raise siblings 
who prefer me to our mother. And I sometimes 
want to never answer my phone again and hide 
from the world. I've been trying to save everyone 
for such a long time, I've forgotten so much of 

myself. And now what? Am I damaged goods? 
Am I too broken to help? Am I being too dra-
matic? Has the struggle caught up to me? Or has 
it really only begun and what I thought was 
struggle these 24 years just the warm up? Can it 
be harder than this? I don't know if I can handle 
harder than this. Not alone.  
 
Loved ones, I struggle. With a lot more than I 
can write right now. Just needed to get some 
things off my chest. 

 

Eman Rimawi is a Black, Native American and Palestinian Queer woman 
of color from NYC. She is a writer, performance artist, singer, teacher, stu-
dent, community organizer and freethinker. She's written for Wiretap 
Magazine and We:nite. She's also a regular contributor to other online 
blogs and has had her poetry published in several anthologies over the years. She has worked and or-
ganized with The Audre Lorde Project, Youth Venture, Casa Atabex Ache, Red Hook Initiative, and 
FUREE, as well as many others. Eman continues to use her writing, performing and photography to 
send a message of revolution, equality and freedom of expression. She is devoted to organizing and em-
powering young people in NYC to strive to be their best. After all, success is the best revenge. Check out 
more of her writing, photography and upcoming projects at www.emanrimawi.com. 

‘Saints and Sinners’ by Eman Rimawi 
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“escrita” 

 

There is beauty in this world 

that is beyond words. 

 

We are fragile creatures who 

struggle and learn 

struggle and fall 

struggle and forget 

then learn to relearn 

and remember what we have 

forgotten about 

ourselves. 

 

Words are powerful yet imprecise 

for we are not omniscient, 

no one is. 

 

To me there is a beauty in you 

that is beyond words 

‘Like Toy Soldiers’ by Kelushka 

 

 

 

 

a beauty of mind 

a beauty of flesh 

a beauty in your struggle 

to learn and 

fall and 

forget and 

learn to 

relearn 

what you have 

forgotten about 

yourself -- 

 

What is so plain to 

me. 

 

--redguard 

Kelushka prefers to remain utterly mysterious. 
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Arab American student activist 

Tina Elshalakany: 

‘I try to break stereotypes’ 

Tina Elshalakany is one of my favorite people. 

Tina is a 21-year-old Arab-American student at 

Rutgers University in New Brunswick, NJ, and a 

leader of New Jersey Solidarity – Activists for the 

Liberation of Palestine. She’s also 

crazy funny. 

 

Let me set the scene: I arranged 

the interview during Tina’s spring 

break in March. We agreed to 

meet at Brooklyn’s Atlantic Cen-

ter Mall. I found Tina and her 

best friend Rita Fren waiting for 

me outside a Victoria’s Secret, 

whence we all burst into laughter. 

Tina has that effect on people. 

 

Looking for a place to sit and do 

the interview, we wandered into 

an ice cream shop and claimed 

one of the tables. Pop music and 

shake machines were grinding 

annoyingly in the background. 

 
redguard: As an Arab activist and 

Muslim woman who wears a veil, you could be 

described as the ultimate outsider in U.S. society. 

Yet you are also an amazingly upbeat, caring and 

sunny person. What inspires you to be who you 

are from day to day? 
 
Tina: I try to break stereotypes. A lot of people 
see a woman wearing a hijab, which is Arabic for 
veil, and they assume she is gonna be anti-social, 
that she’s a terrorist.  
 
I’m not the most educated woman, but I try to 
show that Muslim women can be educated. I can 
be fully covered and still be personable. I can 
hang out with you at a respectable level. I try to 
show people that we’re not anti-social. But of 
course we are perceived in that way and you feel 

it in your daily life. I try to give Islam a good 
name, and I hang out with my friends. Some-
times I break out into Arabic, and it’s not even 
my first language! [Laughs] 

 
Regardless of religion or creed, you want to be a 
good person and help humanity and help society, 
whether you believe in god or not, whether 
you’re Muslim or Christian or Hindu or Jew. I 
try. I’m not gonna say I do or I don’t, I try.  
 
redguard: Tell me about your background.  
 
Tina: I was born and raised in Brooklyn. My fa-
ther is Egyptian, my mother is Italian. My father 
came from Egypt when he was 18 and started 
working here, speaks the language fluently, has 
his business – you know, he’s settled. My mother 
was born and raised in Brooklyn, her parents are 
from Italy. Both of them came from farmer/
peasant backgrounds, nothing too lavish. We’ve 

Tina Elshalakany and Rita Fren by redguard 
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been in Bay Ridge all my life. Recently I moved 
out to New Jersey to attend Rutgers.  
 
My parents divorced when I was 11, so it was 10 
years ago. They’re both good people and good 
friends. They get along very well.  
 
Bay Ridge has a lot of Arabs, a lot of Muslims, 
and a lot of Italians, too. My mother is Roman 
Catholic, my father is Muslim. I was raised Mus-
lim but I didn’t really embrace the religion until I 
was about 14. I went to an Islamic high school 
[Al-Noor School] – this was after coming from a 
Catholic high school, mind you! Let’s say I did-
n’t have a good experience there, socially speak-
ing. In the Islamic high school, people were 
much more accepting, so I began to study Islam 
and really embraced it after that. I wouldn’t say 
I’m a good Muslim, but I took to the religion af-
ter that.  
 
redguard: Did you grow up in one parent’s 

house more than the other? 
 
Tina: Up till 11 they lived together. I lived with 
my mother, ironically, until I went to college at 
18. So I’ve lived with her most of my life.  
 
redguard: How was it when you decided to em-

brace the Islamic side of your heritage? 
 
Tina: A lot of conflicts I had, Catholicism didn’t 
answer my questions. I’m the type of person 
where if you’re going to tell me to do something, 
tell me why. With Islam I feel that I get that 
more, and I can be myself, just as loud! It wasn’t 
that drastic a change because I was raised in Is-
lam. As a child I celebrated most holidays and 
more focus was put on being Muslim. My mother 
was like, do what you need to do to be happy. It 
wasn’t hard at all. 
 
redguard: There’s a lot of pressure on young 

people to push them away from being activists, 

even on issues that directly affect their neighbor-

hood or their culture. What was it that motivated 

you to get out and do something? 
 
Tina: I’m an Arab and a Muslim and I worry 
about what’s going on in Palestine. And of 

course I worry about what’s going on in general 
with humanity, but it hits home. My unsignificant 
other, as I always call him, is Palestinian. His 
family is Palestinian, so I worry about that. I 
worry about him and his family. I’m involving 
him in my future, he is my future, so that in and 
of itself becomes my own future. 
 
My first Palestine protest was in ninth grade, they 
did it as a class trip. I was 14. I was like wow, 
y’know. After that it just occurred to me that 
there was a Palestine issue, that there are Pales-
tinians, and that that part of the world is not Is-
rael, and I put “Israel” in quotes.  
 
It wasn’t until I met my fiancé and saw the im-
pact on his family that I really took it on. He 
wants to go back there, and if I see my future 
with him, do I want this for his kids, do I want 
this for our children, do I want this for myself? 
After you realize this is actually hitting home, 
this is actually hurting people, you think okay, 
something needs to be done, it can’t just be in-
side. You try. 

 
Once I left for college, I thought I’m not gonna 
find anything in New Jersey, I’m not gonna find 
anything outside of New York. And then luckily 
-- I hate to give it to Facebook, but it’s true – I 
found Charlotte [Kates] and Noel [Winkler] of 
New Jersey Solidarity – Activists for the Libera-
tion of Palestine.  
 
Charlotte and Noel posted that they needed an 
officer in order to be registered as a group on 
campus. So I volunteered, I’d love to be the offi-
cer. We ended up talking. We met in front of Au 
Bon Pain.  I had boycott Israel and the Palestin-
ian flag on my profile, that’s how they found me. 

 

‘My ideal situation  
would be to use  

technology to better  
the situation  
in Palestine.’ 
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And now it’s gone beyond the Palestine issue. 
Something’s got to be done about society’s prob-
lems. It started out as Palestine, because that hit 
close to home. I’ve got to worry about him, I’ve 
gotta worry about me, I’ve gotta worry about 
everyone else. You do what you gotta do.  
 

redguard: How is it working with activists from 

non-Arabic or non-Muslim backgrounds? Do you 

find that people are welcoming and accepting of 

you? 

 
Tina: The only true activism I’ve gotten into 
lately is with New Jersey Solidarity - Activists 
for the Liberation of Palestine. And I love it. I’m 
basing this on my experience with them. They 
are very accepting and hard-working. I’m very 
comfortable with NJS.  
 
Al-Awda [the Palestine Right of Return Coalition 

branch in New York City] is more Arab activists. 
With Al-Awda I could break out in Arabic. It’s 
not an issue of which is more comfortable, it’s 
just different. NJS is my other family. Working 
with non-Arabs, I love it. It’s like you guys are 
interested in our culture just like I’m interested in 
other cultures.  

 
redguard: You’re studying Information Technol-

ogy and Middle Eastern Studies. What do you see 

yourself doing with that after school? 
 
Tina: My ideal situation would be to use technol-
ogy to better the situation in Palestine. I would 
love to try to better the society and the situation 
there, to bring technology there. But then again, 
they don’t have the basic needs, but a water fil-
tering system could help, something like that. Of 
course I want to use both degrees together. I 

(Continued on page 35) 

Tina Elshalakany at March 19 protest in NYC against Israeli warlord Ehud Barak. Photo by redguard 
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To the ZionistsTo the ZionistsTo the ZionistsTo the Zionists    
 

You can never cripple the Love I have for Palestine 

You can never shatter my Hope in Palestine 

Nor corrode my faith in my People 

Or destroy my Peace of mind 

 You - can't silence our Courage and Dedication 

 Or shatter our Dreams 

 Stones in Hands will we resist with ever ounce of flesh we have 

 Our Memories can never be erased 

 Nor can our roots in our land 

  One day I will walk hand in hand with my people in Palestine, we will dance 

  victoriously and stomp out any trace of Zionism 

   Your Toxic ways wont invade our Souls 

   The Zionist Cancer is Limited 

   It cannot conquer our Spirit 

   It cannot silence our Courage 

   You can't erase the Existence of our people 

   Because we will persist with every passing day 

  Palestine's children will be coming home soon, to walk in the sun - 

  swept  hill's of Jerusalem and the valleys of Jericho 

Zionism cannot survive 

Because Oppression never lasts 

We will resist and persist until all our land is returned 

And the Zionist Cancer has died out… 

Mohammad Awadallah is a Palestinian-American student activist at St. Peter’s 
College in New Jersey. “My family is from El-Bireh, Palestine. I think about Pales-
tine all day, 24-7. I want to be a history teacher. Hopefully one day I will move to 
Palestine and do what I can there.” 

http://www.newjerseysolidarity.org 
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‘Death Approaches” by redguard 
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Imani Henry 

Running in the dark with a lit torch 
and bucket of gasoline 

 
I am attracted to death. 

 
Death is sexy. 

 
I get off on it. 

 
 

You say, “I’m depressed.” 
“Suicidal” 

“What is the point of living!?” 
 

And I am hooked 
 

I want you … bad 
 

I want to wrap myself around you 
Hug every curve 

Every immobilized muscle 
Try every traumatized position 

 
I want to run my finger through your chalk line 

Drape myself with your sackcloth 
Breathe in the stench of your fear 

 
I obsess 
Lust after 

Just can’t stop thinking  
How painfully beautiful you are 

 
I hate horror 
Love death 

No blood or gore 
Bored by hacking and chopping off of limbs 

 
I like it slow 

Drawn out and excruciating 
I like self-destructive chaotic living 

Give me black clothes 
Dirge music and 15-year-old teenage angst 
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Now that’s hot 

 
I love how you wait for death 

Long for it 
Welcome it with every cigarette 

Drunken stupor 
Drug induced coma 

 
And then we make love 

as if our lives depend on it 
 

mind-numbing 
hot and heavy 

Unprotected sex 
 

And I moan and shudder 
so thrilled to be your sixth 

sexual encounter this week. 
 

And as we lay in bed & cuddle 
Or vomit 
Thrash 

Cry 
Shake 

We talk about 
How we never thought we  

Would live this long. 
Mark what birthday we believed  

We’d never live to see 
And how unexpected it all is 

And Why God Why! 
 

I love it when you talk dirty to me, baby. 
 

Damn, death feels so good! 
 

It is what makes life worth living. 
 

Copyright  2006 © by Imani Henry 

Imani Henry is a Caribbean transsexual male living in the Republic of 
Brooklyn, NY. 2008 marks six years of touring his multimedia theatre per-
formance, B4T (before testosterone), at colleges, conferences and theatres 
across the U.S. and Canada. His writing has appeared in several publica-
tions, including the Lambda-Award-winning Does Your Mama Know, Voices 
Rising: Celebrating 20 years of Black LGBT Writing and Marxism, Reparations 

and the Black Freedom Struggle. Since 1993, Imani has been a staff organ-
izer for the International Action Center (IAC). 

imanihenry@yahoo.com 
http://www.geocities.com/imani_henry 
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Zowolf’s latest obsessions are D.I.Y. voyeurism and the Twilight vampire novels. 
       zowolf@optonline.net    

 

‘APPARITIONS’APPARITIONS’APPARITIONS’APPARITIONS’    
PINHOLE PHOTOGRAPHY BY ZOWOLF 
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‘I Tried to Give You My Heart’ by gabiMONSTROSITY 
 
gabiMONSTROSITY is kicking ass in Manitoba: “I’m a complete snail mail freak and 
I’m always on the prowl for new pen friends. I’m a fat chick and I know how to rock 
it. I love all types of creativity, I just can’t get enough. I have a good memory; it’s just 
a little short, that’s all. I enjoy exploring the woods and taking photos of everything. 
I’ve got a massive blood/horror/violence fetish, but on the flip side I love all things 
cute. I try to live every moment like it’s my last.”          

http://gabimonstrosity.deviantart.com 
http://www.myspace.com/deadkidstastelikechicken 
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‘Bathory’ by Disdane 
 
Disdane creates jaw-dropping anime-style artwork. Her latest series features Elizabeth 
Bathory, “the blood countess.” (As AC goes to press, she’s also just given birth to a 
daughter — Congrats!) Copyright 2008 by Disdane.    Sakechan@japan.com 

http://disdane.deviantart.com 
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Courtney Laine Jones is a published poet and English major who 
can’t spell. She loves to write about people’s trials and pains. She 
snowboards, rock-climbs and hikes a lot. She believes strongly in em-
pathy. Her friends think she’s comparable to Shane on “The L Word,” 
but she’d rather kick ass on “Survivor.” 
http://www.myspace.com/silly_goose16   
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A walk on the dark side  
with DJ Mistress XDJ Mistress XDJ Mistress XDJ Mistress X 

Dominion Radio, the station that caters to the 
dark at heart, had its beginning in me, DJ Mis-
tress X. As a DJ, I am at heart and always will be 
a Goth chick  who long ago decided to follow the 
Dark Muse of music and allow it to guide and 
shape my life. But there’s more to it than that.  
 
Music, as you can tell, is a religion--a faith, a 
belief. Music not only connects me to the Muse, 
but also to the world. As an artistic outlet, it has 
made all the difference to me. I can’t imagine my 
life without it or my listeners. Music is about 
sharing, and I think that’s  what we do best here 
at Dominion Radio--we share our vision with the 
world. 
  
In concept, Dominion Radio strives to be differ-

ent from commercial radio. Our biggest 
desire is to create an interactive relationship be-
tween the music and the listener. Commercial 
radio is bland. Who runs it? We don’t know. But 
Dominion Radio is easily found on MySpace 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. It’s personal, 
dynamic, and we eagerly seek input from our 
listeners. We really like it when our listeners sub-
mit requests for mixes.  
 
The mixes are the backbone of the station. In-
stead of just playing and replaying songs from a 
few bands until everyone gets really sick of them, 
we break radio station format and present a bal-
anced view of the Gothic/Industrial music scene. 
Tune in to one of our themed sets and you’ll dis-
cover The Cure mixed in next to Diva Destruct- 
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ion; Sarah Noxx cued up after a legendary Bau-
haus favorite.  
 
Overall, variety is the key to our dark wave phi-
losophy, the dark spice we add to our sets. Yes, 
we thrive on the eclectic, but we always present 
the eclectic with a guiding theme; there’s a story 
hidden inside every single set we present. We 
respect the classics, but that doesn’t mean  we 
forget about the present. It always brings us great 
pleasure to introduce new artists to our listeners. 
In this way, we tear down the walls that exist 
between the past and the future, the old and the 
new. 
 

I really think we are at our best when we are tear-
ing down the preconceived walls that exist be-
tween music, film and dark culture. Our listeners 
are quite used to hearing us sample lines from 
dark movies to maximize the meaning of a mix. 
Take Dracula for example. We used samples  
from the Coppola movie in the Sired Mix to con-
nect the songs to a narrative frame.  
 
But that’s only the first layer. Dig deeper and 

you’ll find a sub-theme of fetish. Anyone who’s 
been around the dark culture long enough knows 
that the music, the look and sexual fetish all blur 
together. In the Sired Mix, my interest in fetish is 
a sub-theme that weaves backwards to horror 
movies and then back again to the Gothic/
Industrial scene.  
 
I mean, if you really think about it, horror movies 
like Dracula are largely about sexual fetish any-
way. The Dark Prince not only has a thirst for 
blood and flesh,  but also a thirst for life--eternal 
life. Dracula as a text, as an example, shows how 
perfectly connected dark culture really is.   
 

I suppose, in a nutshell, mixes like our Sired Mix 

and Lysergic Mix are powerful examples of what 
Dominion Radio is all about. We seek to mirror 
dark culture’s infinite gaze and preserve it for our 
listeners at large. Tuning in can be quite addic-

tive ... and as inevitable as death itself. 
 
http://dominionradio.net/ 
http://dominionradio.blogspot.com/ 
http://www.myspace.com/dominionradio 

 

The Absent Cause soundtrack: 

Self-Harm Mix 

Listen to the unofficial soundtrack for Absent 

Cause #1 -- Dominion Radio’s Self-Harm Mix. 
With tracks chosen by redguard and engineered 
by the amazing DJ Mistress X, this was the mu-
sic burning in my brain while I assembled this 
zine. Stream it or download it from Dominion 
Radio! 

 
Bauhaus - Burning from the Inside 
Jack Off Jill - Strawberry Gashes 
Two Witches - Bites and Bloody Kisses 
Sex Gang Children - I've Done it All Before 
X - I Must Not Think Bad Thoughts 

Vulgaras - Electra 
Crisis - Rats in a Maze 
Abscess - Twilight Bleeds 
Carcass - Fermenting Innards 
Christian Death - Mysterium Iniquitatis 
Otep - Shattered Pieces 
Betty X - Bleed 
Siouxie and the Banshees - Cities in Dust 
Nadja - I Have Tasted the Fire Inside Your 
Mouth 
In Her House - Screams for Tina 
Skeletal Family - All My Best Friends 
Rasputina - All Tomorrow's Parties  
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Empress Nightshade: 

Empowering autistic children,  

educating society  
 

Life’s strange paths can lead us to fascinating 

intersections. Empress Nightshade, a.k.a. 

Gwendel Rodriguez, is a case in point. I first met 

her as a fellow horror buff. Later, I learned 

about her innovative work on behalf of autistic 

kids, and how her passion for the macabre plays 

a big part in making it all happen. 

 
redguard: You founded the nonprofit Shadow-

Box Theatre Company in 2004 to provide field 

trips for autistic children in California public 

schools. What inspired you to take on this pro-

ject? 

 
Empress Nightshade: I must admit it was my 
son who was the catalyst. He was diagnosed with 
autism  at the age of 2, in 1998, but didn’t enter 
public school until 2001. During those years, I 
did all I could to help out his class--giving do-
nated books, holding recycled can drives--
anything I could do to help the students and their 
parents. However, it wasn’t enough. I felt the 
need to do more. Once my son reached elemen-
tary school and he and his classmates began tak-
ing  field trips, I felt I had found my calling. If 
the parents were struggling financially as I was, 
paying for a field trip was a strain--a strain the 
state had no part in relieving. It was then I de-
cided to begin ShadowBox Theatre Company. 
 
redguard: What kind of activities do the kids 

participate in? How do they benefit? 

 
Empress: The children go bowling, skating, gro-
cery shopping and eating at places like Wendy’s. 
Since Autism is a disorder that affects social 
skills, it is imperative that they receive as much 
interaction with the “outside” world as possible. 
This is why we chose field trips to sponsor. How-
ever, these field trips are twofold, as they not 

only benefit the children, but also society. Many 
still are not educated in autism--what it is, what it 
looks like, etc. When these children are out on a 
field trip, society is introduced to autism and is 
educated as well.  
 
redguard: Is ShadowBox being used as a model 

in other parts of the country? 

 
Empress: Not yet, but we’re hoping. The Autism 
Society of America revealed to us that they had 
never heard of a nonprofit that does what we do. 
That makes us unique, but hopefully, the trend 
will catch on. 
 

Empress Nightshade 



28 

 

redguard: There is a tremendous amount of fear 

and controversy among parents due to the swell-

ing number of children being diagnosed with au-

tism. What do you think is behind the surge of 

autism cases?  

 
Empress: Oh, my. There are too many theories 
floating around. Theories I really don’t take part 
in. From a personal standpoint, my son was ill 
from the moment he decided to enter this world 
and for quite a few months afterward. It really 
doesn’t concern me how he got that way, but that 
he IS. At ShadowBox Theatre Company, we’re 
not into theories. Our only concern is to help 
those children who have been and will be diag-
nosed. 
 
redguard: Is the recent media focus on autism 

and the way it portrays the condition more help-

ful or harmful to those working to support af-

fected children and families? 

 
Empress: Autism has become more of a buzz-
word now. Regardless of  what many may actu-
ally know about this disorder that affects 1 in 150 
children, they have at least heard the word. This 
is helpful when you are a parent seeking special 
programs for your child or a nonprofit applying 
for grants and funding. 
 
redguard: You are a parent, organizer of non-

profit projects, singer, actor, horror buff, and a 

woman who is outspoken on issues of size accep-

tance. How do you balance all of these demand-

ing roles and find time to take care of yourself? 

 
Empress: Sometimes I don’t have time to take 
care of myself. I have to constantly be reminded 
that if I don’t attend to my own needs at some 
point, how can I attend to others? 
 
redguard: You’ve found a unique way to com-

bine your passions with the seasonal Scream Ex-

treme Haunted House. How did that come about? 

 
Empress: I’ve been a “Haunter” for over 30 
years. It just seemed natural to combine both my 
loves for giving and haunting into one neat pack-
age. 
 

redguard: Has Scream Extreme benefited from 

having a horror fan behind the wheel?  

 
Empress: A big huge “YES” on this question! 
The quality of our show would be compromised 
if we were only doing it for the money aspect of 
it only. It is my love for horror that keeps our 
customers coming back year after year. We were 
called number 1 by one of our local news chan-
nels. After being in business for only four years, 
that’s a very big accomplishment. I’ve seen 
haunted houses that are only in it for the money 
and their shows suffer dearly. 
 
redguard: How can people get involved with 

your efforts? 

 
Empress: First of all, educate yourself on autism. 
You can do this by typing autism into your favor-
ite search engine, visit the websites and read 
what is posted.   
 
Enjoy reading blogs? I have one called “Autism 
and The Empress.” It gives the reader insight on 
my life, love and happiness living with an autistic 
child as well as interviews with those on the Au-
tism Spectrum.  What better way to learn about a 
disorder than from those who experience it them-
selves? 
 
If you are looking for a spooky experience during 
the Halloween season and live near Sacramento 
County in California, visit us. Not only will you 
get a great scare for a great price, but you can 
rest assured the money for your ticket is going to 
children in need. 
 
If haunted houses aren’t your thing, but you 
would still like to be a part of our efforts, contact 
us and we’ll tell you how. 
 

To contact Empress Nightshade, visit: 
http://www.myspace.com/empressnightshade 
Autism and The Empress –  
http://www.AutismEmpress.com 

ShadowBox Theatre Company –  
http://www.ShadowBoxTheatreCompany.org 
The Scream Extreme Haunted House –  
http://www.ScreamTonight.com 
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Kaiden - Artist/Director: "I 
race to achieve my every 
dream before I am forced 
to lie down with those be-
fore me. I have too many 
ideas, too many passions, 
and too little time. I have a 
stack of cartoons in my 
head, and one of my life 
goals is to add a little more 
magic (and sarcasm) back 

into entertainment."  

Caitiff – Writer: "I started 
with my blend of dark fic-
tion by the age of 4. My life 
was one of a literal night-
mare. I wrote and acted 
out these scenes to escape 
my grim, everyday life. As I 
grew older, I branched off 
into poetry to give defini-
tion and illustration to my 
all consuming sorrow." 
 
www.myspace.com/
undiscoveredartist   

 

‘Pain’ 
By Solace Amongst Nightmares 
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Vampiress Jessika: 

‘There are people all over the world 

who appreciate soft, curvy & natural’ 

Jessika impressed me not only with her fat-

positive attitude and DIY approach to modeling, 

but because she’s committed to doing it  for her 

own enjoyment.  

 

redguard: What made you take the name Vam-

piress Jessika? How does it 

reflect your identity and 

sexuality? 

 
Vampiress Jessika: For as 
long as I can remember, I 
have loved the legends of 
vampires. There has al-
ways been something so 
seductive, mysterious and 
sexual about them to me. 
I've used the word 
“vampiress” in every 
screen name and user name 
for the last five-plus years. 
Just to clear things up--I'm 
NOT a vampire and I don't 
drink blood or do anything 
of the sort. I do enjoy bit-
ing, though! 
 
As far as my sexuality 
goes, I've always been 
drawn to and attracted to the darker side of life, 
including sex. I love corsets and fishnets, fetish 
shoe wear, and outfits encompassing everything 
in-between. 
 
redguard: You are not shy about using the word 

fat to describe yourself. This is a very refreshing 

thing when you think about how that word has 

been used to shame people, especially young 

women. When and how did you decide that your 

body was worthy of celebration? 

 

Jessika: Just recently I've gotten into the plus-

sized community and begun to embrace my soft-
ness and curves. The internet is a wonderful 
place to express certain parts of who you are and 
what you are due to the anonymity. I've loved 
being a camera ham since I knew the internet 
existed. I love to dress up, pose and please people 

with a picture or video … so modeling came as a 
natural pleasure to me. As I got used to more and 
more of those things, I was introduced to the dif-
ferent kinds of body types that different types of 
people find erotic besides the anorexic ... thus, 
finding confidence and happiness with my body 
and who I am. 
 
redguard: You refer to yourself as an aspiring 

BBW model. How has it been trying to break into 

the business? What kinds of qualities do you look 

for in a job or a website that would make it a 

comfortable fit for you? 

Self-portrait by Vampiress Jessika 
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Jessika: I'm not looking for great fame or for-
tune, honestly. I'm not looking to “break into the 
business.” I don't think I could handle it, for one. 
I'm doing this for my own enjoyment, in my own 
little part of the cyber-world.  
 
I'm looking for size-friendly websites first of all. 
Websites that do either partial or complete nu-
dity. I think a big reason I do this is for all the 
sexy lingerie I get to wear! [Laughs] 
 
redguard: Do you work with a photographer or 

take your own pictures? Have you studied pho-

tography and modeling, or are you self-taught? 

 
Jessika: I take my own photos. I'm very much 
self-taught. 
 
redguard: Recently you've begun experimenting 

more with digital photography. How many shots 

and poses do you go through to get a photo that 

you really like? 

 

Jessika: Well, it depends. Since I know certain 
angles and lights that I like to see my face or  
body in...I know certain angles and lights to set  

my camera in. All I can say is that practice makes  
perfect … and sometimes perfect is hard to 
achieve. 

 

redguard: You also do webcam work. Do you 

find it easy to project the image of yourself that 

you want to and are comfortable with?  

 
Jessika: Oh yes. I absolutely only project who I 
am. Very open. Very natural. 
 
redguard: What would you most like to share 

with young people who feel self-conscious or 

ashamed because they are fat? 

 
Jessika: I would like to remind young people 
everywhere that there are people and places all 
over the world who appreciate being soft, curvy 
and natural. Just because you see images of Paris 
and Nicole does NOT mean that that is what eve-
ryone admires or aspires to be. There is more 
diversity than what the media and Hollywood 
would like you to believe. 
 
Contact Vampiress Jessika: 
Vampiress_Jessika@yahoo.com 
http://www.myspace.com/decadentvampiress  

‘Decay’ by redguard 
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Jessica Mills: 

‘Parents and allies want to talk about 

gender coding & community building’ 
Jessica Mills documents her experiences as a 

radical  punk  activist parent in the pages of 

MaximumRocknRoll (MRR). Last year AK Press 

released Jessica’s book, My Mother Wears Com-
bat Boots: A Parenting Guide for the Rest of Us, 
covering the first five years of life with her 

daughter Emma-Joy.  

 

At first, I was overjoyed at the very existence of a 

radical parenting book. As I dug into it, I got 

hooked on the intense honesty -- especially Jes-

sica’s no-holds-barred description of just how 

having a child turns your world upside down and 

inside out. Forever. I only wished I could have 

read it before Ripley was born, so I could have 

been better prepared!  

 

Now, as I simultaneously struggle and rejoice in 

parenting a rebellious 3-year-old, I find myself 

going back to the book often as I question and 

challenge myself over issues of discipline and 

authority. 

 

redguard: My Mother Wears Combat Boots was 

a great sock to the head. You avoided the paren-

tal advice stereotypes and gave a brutally truth-

ful description of things like being the parent of a 

newborn, or the challenges of trying to organize 

alternative schooling. What kind of reception has 

the book received from its core audience -- which 

I would think are radical activists, punks, and 

alt-schoolers?  

 
Jessica Mills: I have gotten super supportive and 
positive feedback so far, as well as notes of 
thanks, mostly from that core audience. The book 
readings and discussions I've had in different cit-
ies have been very encouraging. Parents and non-
parent allies alike come out and want to talk 
about issues like gender coding, school choices, 
and community building. It's great to be in a 
group setting like that and hear that a lot of us are 

navigating the same waters when parenting 
sometimes feels like a very isolating experience. 
 
redguard: Have you gotten any feedback, good 

or bad, from mainstream parenting "experts"?  
 
Jessica: I've heard nothing from mainstream 
"experts" at all, but would love to, either good or 
bad! 
 
redguard: How has the publication of the book 

affected your family? What does Emma-Joy 

think?  
 
Jessica: Because writing the book and holding it 
in my hands was a dream come true, I think it's 
had a rather happy affect on my family. That's 

Jessica Mills and daughter Emma-Joy 
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because I've been super happy; having a book out 
has sustained a good mood in me for months. My 
family definitely benefits from that. Me going 
away for four days here and a week there to do 
book readings and such has been a good thing for 
all of us, too. When I get to go out and do my 
own thing, I come home refreshed and that's a 
key ingredient to me being able to be the parent I 
want to be.  
 
My older daughter, Emma-Joy, says that she en-
joys it when she gets that kind of dedicated time 
with her dad and little sister, without me. It's 
given her the opportunity to step up and be an 
amazing big sister. And have daddy time all to 
herself, too, which doesn't happen as easily when 
all four of us are at home to-
gether. She doesn't think the 
book is any new, big deal. Me 
writing is kind of old hat to 
her, seeing her little baby pic-
ture as the header of my MRR 
column all her life.  
 
Every now and then I do think 
she gets a kick out of it 
though and she asks me to 
read a few pages out loud to 
her, something that specifi-
cally mentions her. She really 
loves the story about her grab-
bing a dog turd, almost eating 
an earthworm and putting a 
dead roach in her mouth all in 
the same afternoon when she 
was 6 months old. 
 
redguard: I really appreci-

ated that you included experi-

ences of being an activist par-

ent. I often think I err on the 

side of being overly cautious. 

What criteria do you use to 

judge the relative safety of a 

demonstration compared to 

the potential benefits of at-

tending? 
 
Jessica: No specific criteria 
checklist or anything like that. 

Now that Emma-Joy is older and decides for her-
self if she even wants to go or not, it's easier. (My 
younger daughter is only 2, so she still just 
comes along with me.) I rely on my own past 
experiences in gauging its relative safety and ex-
plain to Emma-Joy what could happen / what's 
likely to happen or not happen as best as I can 
before hand. Discussions like those have benefits 
themselves. If we attend a march together these 
days, the benefits are greater because she is older 
and understands more, asks more questions, and 
is forming her own ideas. I'm glad she has been 
involved with us in different demonstrations, 
marches and organizing since she was a baby 
because having that young life experience  

(Continued on page 39) 
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If I Had a Life 
 

I hate what I am, of what I've become. 

I feed off the homeless, the old and the bums. 

The vermin that plague you of those you don't care. 

You walk past them briskly as if they’re not there. 

So you pretend you don't see them nor do you see me. 

As I take what was theirs and make what is me. 

If Jesus provoked me, I would pick a fight, 

And if I had a life, I would end it tonight. 

 

I live in the shadows and the alleys so dark 

I dream of the sunshine as a distant dog barks. 

You hold on so tightly to your lust and your greed. 

You make it so easy to satisfy my need. 

If Buddha provoked me, I would pick a fight. 

And if I had a life, I would end it tonight. 

 

Your daytime activities I can only guess. 

I sit alone in the dark; man I am a mess. 

And the ones that I care for I must say goodbye. 

As I watch them grow older and then finally die. 

If Allah provoked me, I would pick a fight, 

And if I had a life, I would end it tonight. 

 

Death walks alongside me. My only true friend. 

But stops short of my doorstep, he won't let it end. 

He sits and he waits for my next victim to die. 

As he reaps what I've done with the wink of an eye. 

If Satan provoked me, I would pick a fight. 

And if I had a life … I would end it tonight. 

Mykill resides in North Carolina. “I've been call cold-hearted, seductive, 
sexy, ugly, hellish, evil, alluring, and the list goes on. Bottom line: I don't 
care what y’all think of me. I'm single and love those who are operating 
outside the box. I am serious about some things but take most of what 
life offers as a big joke. I love to laugh. Love to love. Love to live. Vampires 
and those who love them and their lifestyle are of very special interest to 
me. I own two Jeeps that I love. Y’all gonna have to ask me the rest.” 

http://www.myspace.com/mykillll   
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know they’re like polar opposites, IT and Middle 
East Studies [Laughs]. Middle Eastern studies is 
more of a personal thing and IT, let’s be realistic, 
that’s where the jobs are. I’m trying to better Pal-
estine and better the situation, how am I gonna 
do it without supporting myself?  
 
redguard: Rutgers has been a hotbed of struggle 

between Zionists and the Palestinian movement 

for years. How has that affected you and your 

work on the campus? 
 
Tina: The other day we had our protest against 
the slaughter in Gaza. Then they [the Zionists] 
had their vigil. The spectacle they put on – they 
had the flag of the United States and the Israeli 
flag together. What a symbol! You had the pic-
ture of the eight students [killed by a bomb at a 
right-wing rabbinical school] posted on the col-
umns in Brower’s.  
 
I would walk by and could feel them looking at 
me, and I would look right back at them, and it 
took everything in me not to scream, “Free, free 
Palestine.” I know they would only take that as 
“crazy ruins vigil for eight martyrs.” Even in the 
campus newspaper, the Targum, you see it. We 
do one thing, they immediately rebut us. One 
hundred and ten [Palestinian] victims killed over 
three days, and eight people killed in Israel over 
the siege in Gaza, and they make a spectacle. 
They had a speaker, she was trying to be so 
heartfelt. I thought, let me listen for a few min-
utes. It was such a show. We know they did it 
because we had our protest in the rain.  
 
It’s difficult, it’s hard. You wear a free Palestine 
shirt, and you get ignorant comments. It’s a battle 
not only against the Zionists but against igno-
rance.  It’s very hard, but at the same time it 
pushes you to work harder. It pushes me to be 
like, this registration thing has to happen. The 
Zionist, pro-Israeli organization is known on 
campus, NJS should be known as a pro-
Palestinian organization. Not only for Palestine, 
but for any type of oppressed people. It’s the ex-
tra shove, go! 

(Continued from page 16) 

 
redguard: The situation in Gaza is very grim 

right now. The Israeli/U.S. siege is intense. Hun-

dreds of Palestinians have been killed and many 

more are suffering horrific deprivation and daily 

military attacks. What do you see in the future for 

the Palestinian people? 

 
Tina: I would lie if I said I thought it was gonna 
be flowers, skipping through a garden. I do not 
see Israel backing down or the U.S. ending its 
funding any time soon. The Israeli prime minister 
[Ehud Olmert] has gotten a lot of international 
criticism, that’s the only reason he is letting three 
or four vans of medical assistance in, because he 
doesn’t want to be seen as a butcher. But that is 
what he is.  
 
It’s not that I’m not optimistic. I know that with 
every other person we reach, that will help. But 
can I say that Palestine will be liberated in my 
lifetime? I wish, god willing, I wish. Without 
U.S. support, Israel would definitely not be as 
strong as it is. But because you have these two 
super-powers right now, it’s unfortunate. The 
U.S. sees Israel as its ally in the Middle East and 
they’re closing their eyes to everything else.  
 
Amidst this entire siege, Hamas fired back. 
You’re pushing someone to the brink and you 
can’t expect retaliation? But Israel “has the right 
to defend itself.”  It’s ridiculous. You see what’s 
going on. They’re stopping electricity to a city, 
there are children who need food and medicine 
and hot water for their baths, but Israel has the 
right to defend itself?  
 
You can’t understand how they turn the other 
cheek. It’s horrible. And they all say they stand 
behind Israel, “Well they’re defending them-
selves, they’re under siege.”  No, they’re pushing 
people to the brink.  
 
I want it and I’m working for it and I want to see 
it, but I know with the U.S. backing ... it’s diffi-
cult. I always make the joke, I’m gonna be the 
Egyptian who went down to liberated Palestine. 
It’s my little inside joke. But with all of us, with 
you, with me, with this one over here [Rita], 
we’ll do it. When, I don’t know.  

Tina Elshalakany 
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redguard: How about for Arab people living in 

this country? How are conditions now compared 

to when you were growing up? 

 
Tina: Things will never be the same after 9/11, 
and of course what’s going on in Palestine. Pales-
tinian, Arab, Muslim, it’s all one big thing to 
most people. It’s all just one entity. You have the 
people who open 
their eyes and actu-
ally try to under-
stand, who actually 
do their research, and 
then you have the 
other side of the 
book, they see a veil, 
then well, you’re 
uneducated, you’re 
an immigrant, you’re 
a mom in the kitchen 
with three kids. 
Whether I want to be 
a housewife or not is 
my choice, and that’s 
for any woman. 
That’s feminism, it’s 
about choice. It’s 
difficult to come to 
this country, and 
learn the language, 
but education will 
help benefit yourself 
and society.  
 
It’s hard to break a stereotype, you have to judge 
the person for the person. I can’t look at you and 
say you’re dressed like that, so you’re whatever. 
You can’t do that. You have to actually sit and 
know the person, break down one person’s 
stereotype, for example. Being personable and 
social helps.  
 
N’Sync is blasting in the background. 

 
I hate them.  
 
Rita: They’re just gonna play another one. 
 
Tina: Okay, but they don’t have to make it loud! 
  

Sometimes when I’m talking I pretend to get this 
Arabic accent that I don’t really have. I could tell 
you such horrible, embarrassing stories. Like one 
time, I opened the door, I was pushing it and 
someone else was pulling it, and I kind of 
whacked the girl. She was like, “Oh my good-
ness, I’m sorry.” And instead of saying, “It’s 
okay,” I’m like, “Don’t sorry.” And I don’t have 

an accent. Not that 
having an accent is 
bad, but I don’t have 
one. Where did it 
come from? 
[Laughs] 
 
N’Sync is not shut-

ting up. We move out 

of the ice cream shop 

to a bench in the 

mall’s hallway. 

 
redguard: Tell me 

about your relation-

ship with your com-

rade-in-arms, Rita 

Fren. I have to be 

honest, when I first 

saw you listed as 

“married” on Face-

book, I thought you 

were a couple. 
 

Tina: Rita and I know each other since we were 
11, in fifth grade. We’ve been friends for 10 
years and she is my sister. She is Lebanese, so 
she’s Arab, and we have that in common. But 
she’s Catholic, so it’s not like I only hang around 
Muslim Arabs. We’ve never had a serious fight. 
I’ve never had a fight or been upset with her.  
 
We’re very close. If you see our walls [on Face-
book], we joke, we have four Facebook children, 
I gave them to her because my profile is 
“dangerous” and it’s been threatened with being 
closed down, so we get into really weird things. I 
worry about her. She’s good, she’s open-minded. 
I introduced her to the Palestinian cause. She’s 
gonna come to the protest tomorrow.  
 
We’re not a couple though. I would, but she’s not  

Tina Elshalakany. Photo by redguard 
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a man. I’m sorry! [Laughs] 
 
I know if I ever need anything, a kidney, a lung, 
a heart, a brain – not that I’d want hers – vital 
bodily organs, I know I could get them. We’ll 
probably be buried together somehow. She’s 
blushing, look how happy she is when I say 
we’re gonna die together! [Laughs] 
 
redguard: What other things in life are you pas-

sionate about? 
 
Tina: It goes without saying, Islam. Not only 
that, I worry about how people represent it, how I 
represent it. Even when I’m talking to you now, 
in all honesty, I’m trying to be ... not that you 
would misrepresent Islam, but when you talk to 
people you tell them one thing and they’re like 
okay, whatever.  
 
Personally I don’t mind if you drink in front of 
me, but if I’m standing in a bar I represent Islam. 
I have to be conscious of my surroundings. If it’s 
the three of us chilling and you want to drink, 
you want to smoke, go ahead, whatever, I don’t 
care. Even when I got out with Rita, I don’t care 
where we go, but I can’t be next to a bar, I can’t 
be in a smoking section. I have to worry about 
how I make my religion look. It’s like you said, 
we’re considered outsiders from the beginning. I 
worry about that. 
 
I worry about Palestine of course. I worry about 
the ignorance of people. It’s so bad, until you 
actually sit and think, wow. My mother didn’t 
even understand until I sat down and talked to 
her. “Oh Tina, I watch the news,” she said. You 
think what they tell you on the news is true?  
 
My mother is Italian and she was married to an 
Arab, and that was like, wow, you’re married to 
an Arab? This was the 1980s, but it was still a 
question of why aren’t you married to an Italian? 
“Well, I care about this guy.”  
 
I’m not an exciting person, I’m pretty boring! 
 
Rita: But you’re also interested in technology... 
 
Tina: Okay, but I’m not passionate about it. I 

mean, I wouldn’t go on a protest about technol-
ogy. It’s only my future. [Laughs] Technology is 
created by us. Yes it’s beneficial, yes I like it, but 
there are also things about technology that are 
horrible. I can’t begin to tell you how many 
things are dystopian in nature.  
 
redguard: Like the U.S.-made high-tech weap-

ons being used against the Palestinians. 

 
Tina: That’s what I’m saying, if I start, it will be 
a whole other story. But then again, there are 
good things too. I am a nerd, I’m not gonna lie. I 
have a smart phone, I’m Linux, I’m open source.  
 
Rita: There you go! See...  
 
Tina: Okay, so she knows me better than I know 
myself. Yeah, I am open source – oh my god, 
now I’m gonna sound like I’m crazy. Linux is 
great for activists because it’s free, it’s open, it’s 
flexible, it’s visible. Windows is a stubborn, 
close-minded, expensive operating system. Un-
fortunately, because a lot of programs are not 
expandable with it, we all use Windows.  
 
redguard: Now that we’ve outed you on the 

Linux thing, tell me one thing about yourself that 

even people very close to you would be surprised 

to know. 

 
Tina: Rita’s like, I wanna know, what aren’t you 
telling me? [Laughs] 
 
Even people who are close to me, there’s a cer-
tain extent to how close I let you in. I divulge 
information little by little. I’m more than what 
you see. I’m obviously a Muslim woman, but ... 
I’m not holier than thou. I think that’s the best 
way to put it. I’m a human being, I make a lot of 
mistakes, I do wrong, but I’m conscious of those 
mistakes, and I know what is right. I don’t want 
to get religious and boring. 
 
redguard: Go ahead, get boring. [Laughs] 
 
Tina: I respect everyone’s beliefs. I worry about 
god and I do believe in that, but I’m not ... In the 
Islamic community, people think that if they see  
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One of my best friends, my mentor Naima, I give 
her credit for why I veil. She accepted Islam, she 
converted, she’s African American. She’s per-
sonable, there are times when she’s loud and I’m 
just like, “Girl, settle down now.” [Laughs] I’m 
loud too. And she wears all black, and the com-
plete black veil, and she’s wonderful. She is one 
of the best people I’ve seen. And yet she is still 
outgoing, outspoken, she speaks her word. She’s 
very passionate.  
 
[To me the veil represents that] there’s always a 
level of respect. This is the cliché. Okay, she’s a 
Muslim girl sitting with a guy. People see us to-
gether and assume something bad. Islamically 
I’m doing nothing wrong. I’m helping a friend, 
I’m speaking about Islam, I’m not badgering Is-
lam. But of course they immediately think, okay, 
maybe she’s doing some wrong. Maybe they’re 
going out. Maybe they’re gonna go out later. We 

can laugh and joke and it’s okay. And a lot of 
people will say that’s wrong.  
 
I don’t let it stop me. I worry about god, and 
that’s it. No one else can judge me.  I can’t judge 
you, you can’t judge me. We’re all humans.  
 
I’m a normal 21-year-old girl. I go out with Rita. 
I go shopping. I go to the movies. I go to school. 
I work. I say normal loosely, as in, a lot of people 
wouldn’t perceive a young Muslim woman doing 
that, they wouldn’t perceive her hanging out. Of 
course there are things I don’t do. I don’t drink, I 
don’t smoke, I don’t go out clubbing. Define 
“normal.”  
 
redguard: Plenty of people your age don’t do 

those things, for a lot of different reasons, but 

aren’t judged because of their appearance or 

where their families come from. 

a woman in a veil, okay, she’s perfect, she does-
n’t do anything. No, I’m human, they forget that  
I sin. I repent, but I sin, I make a mistake, and I 
can say that openly and freely without reserva-
tion. Perfect – I can’t even spell it, that’s how far 
from it I am. Do I consider myself a good Mus-
lim? I’m average, I wouldn’t say I’m good, I 
wouldn’t say I’m bad. There’s a lot of room for 
improvement. Am I a good person? I’m average, 
with a lot of room for improvement.  
 
redguard: I think it’s interesting what you said 

about looking beyond the surface. You talked 

about how you’re perceived by other Muslims. 

But in the rest of the culture surrounding you, 

there’s a whole other level of perception because 

of who you are, and how you dress, and what you 

believe. There are so many different ways that 

you have to deal with it. 
 
Tina: It’s true. There are stereotypes inside the 
community and outside the community. And I’m 
not just talking about Arabs or Muslims. Italians 
have stereotypes. Any culture, any type of creed 
has its stereotypes. Sometimes it’s double duty. 
It’s outside of, for the lack of a better term, the 
Westernized idea of Islam. I hate that expression, 
it’s so clichéd and general. It’s not “West-
ernized,” it’s people. You have to deal with peo-
ple, it’s much better to give them an understand-
ing of the religion.  
 
And you have to deal with fellow Muslims, ex-
plain to them that yes, I wear the hijab, that does 
not mean I’m perfect. You can’t say that. This is 
a piece of cloth. It’s not like Superman’s veil, 
this is a cloth that I made, it’s not gonna make 
me perfect. 
 
There are women who don’t wear the veil who 
are 10 times, 100 times better than me. And there 
are people like me who wear the veil who make 
100 times more mistakes. So you have to really 
explain to them that because you see this does 
not mean perfection. It’s a symbol I wear out of 
respect for my religion, but it doesn’t mean I’m 
perfect. That’s with anyone. I know a lot of other 
women who don’t veil. A veil doesn’t make you 
good or bad, but that’s the stereotype. 
 

 

‘Let me set the record 
straight. We take off 
our veils in the 
shower.’ 
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Tina: I don’t do those things, and that’s my per-
sonal choice. If I wanted to, I could. But that’s 
my personal choice because that’s what Islam 
teaches, and I follow my religion.  
 
Sometimes I’m the loudest person in the room. 
There was an article in the Targum, it said that 
Israel “fought a war of independence.” I freaked 
out on the bus. And everyone’s like, “Okay, 
okay.” I’m gonna write a letter to the Targum, 
drop me off, I want to go to the office, and there 
was the occasional stare like okay, I’m gonna 
move over now. And my friends are just like, “La 
la la, I don’t know her.” But that’s who I am. My 
religion never gets in my way. It makes my way 
for me. I can’t speak for other people.  
 
I have a mouth. I don’t have a trunk. I don’t eat 
through my eyes. [Laughs] I’m not joking you, I  

still have people ask me, “Do you wear that in 
the shower?” Oh, yes, yes. I’m not trying to mis-
interpret them, but I’m just like... 
 
Rita: Use some common sense, y’know. 
 
Tina: I can understand “When do you take it 
off,” that’s a normal question. How do you, like, 
eat? I have a mouth, I kinda can do that. I don’t 
mean to be rude. And I say no, calm down, be-
fore you run around telling people, “Muslims 
shower with their veil on!” [Laughs]  
 
It’s true. Let me set the record straight. We take 
off our veils in the shower. 
 
Learn more about Tina’s work with New Jersey 
Solidarity—Activists for the Liberation of Pales-
tine at http://www.newjerseysolidarity.org 
 

Jessica Mills 
 
(Continued from page 33) 

normalizes political activity for her; it's part of 
her life story. 

 

redguard: As the survivor of an abusive child-

hood, I frequently find myself running up against 

boundary issues -- wondering if I’m too lenient 

as compensation for what happened to me. Do 

you have any advice for survivor parents? 
 
Jessica: Trust your inner voice. Take care of 
yourself with getting enough rest, good nutrition 
and general physical and mental health needs. It's 
harder to take care of a child when your own 
needs aren't taken care of. That's just general ad-
vice for any parent, but maybe more important 
advice for a parent who was parented in an abu-
sive way. Being as healthy as possible will make 
it easier to recognize your own parenting patterns 
and to be honest with yourself about what your 
intentions are.  
 
Ask yourself, "Am I being reactionary in this 
instance or are my intentions good and justified?" 
If you find you are indeed purely reacting against 
what happened to you and the way you were par-
ented, take a step back, reassess and change 

things up as needed. If you find that your inten-
tions are good and justified and your kid is get-
ting their needs met, then all is well.  
 
I think talking to other parents who are survivors 
of an abusive childhood could be hugely benefi-
cial—as a way to share, compare and support 
each other.  
 
redguard: Should we expect another book in a 

few years about Emma-Joy's grade school and 

junior high years? 
 
Jessica: Yes! Since My Mother Wears Combat 

Boots covers my pregnancy up to Emma-Joy at 
age five, the next book will cover her elementary 
years up to age 10, as well as our life together 
with Maya-Rae. I have about 30 chapters out-
lined so far and will actually sit down to write the 
book two years from now. Then that will be it 
from me as far as parenting books go.  I am 
working on a children's book about May Day. 
 
Keep up with Jessica & co. at 
http://www.myspace.com/mama_j_rock   
http://mymotherwearscombatboots. 
blogspot.com 



40 

 

 

Read more zines! 

Tazewell’s Favorite Eccentric #7 

Sarah Arr! 
PO Box 235 
North Tazewell, VA 24630 
$2.50 postage paid or trade 
http://www.freewebs.com/punkjoanofarc 
piratesarah@gmail.com 

 

“I have no regrets. I make no apologies. I loved you hardest.” 

 
Drawing on her own life and relationships, Sarah explores the messy inter-
sections of sexuality, gender and love. This kind of honesty is painful to 
read, but liberating. She spent a year writing it, and it shows. 
 
Talk Hard 

Jolie Noggle & Amanda Harvey 
655 Martin St. 
Greenville, OH  45331 
$2 postage paid or trade 
http://mrsnoggle.bravehost.com 
mrsnoggle@yahoo.com 

 
“I realize now why people find God 
“But for those of us who think too much that simplicity comes way too hard 
“It’s easier to believe in there being something better on Mars” 

 
Two hard-talking writers who never lost the Riot Grrrl spirit team up for 
this split zine. Their poetry tackles aging, body image, and coming to grips 
with life’s sorrows. Their words will inspire you to write, too. 
 
Support 

Compiled by Cindy Crabb 
Available from Microcosm 
http://www.microcosmpublishing.com 
$2.50   
 
“This is about supporting people who have been sexually abused. No formulas, no 
simple answers, just trying to peel back the layers—the heart of it, the hurt and fear 
and aloneness, the helplessness and failures and how we have pulled through, what 
we have learned, how we have grown, what we can teach each other.” 

 
This one has been out for awhile, but is still available from the good folks at 
Microcosm. I picked it up at Bluestockings and it blew me away. As a sur-
vivor, it is so empowering to read how others are coming to grips and work-
ing to educate the people in their lives. You are probably a survivor or close 
to one, so read it! 
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Red Army ComIx #1 

Coming in October 2008 

The Upyr 

Mighty Girl 

Necro 

Frankenstein 

A plus-size Chicana super-hero becomes a mainstream role 

model. What will she do when the government attacks  

immigrants? 

He deserted the U.S. Army to defend the Russian 

Revolution, but is tortured by the Whites. When he 

escapes, he becomes their living nightmare History’s most famous child-abuse victim 

takes his revenge 

A homeless teen 

raped and killed 

by a cop comes 

back from the 

grave. She doesn’t 

want much – only 

justice for victims 

of police terror 
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Fight Imperialism—Stand Together (FIST) 

http://fistyouth.wordpress.com 

 

Women’s Fightback Network 

http://www.iacboston.org/WFN/wfn.html 

 

International Union of Sex Workers 

http://www.iusw.org/ 

 

FIERCE—LGBTQ Youth 

http://www.fiercenyc.org 

 

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 

http://www.cpnm.org 

 

Socialist Unity Centre of India (SUCI) 

http://www.suci.in 

 

Korean Central News Agency 

http://www.kcna.co.jp/index-e.htm 

 

Free the Cuban Five 

http://www.freethefiveny.org 

 

Leonard Peltier Defense Committee 

http://www.leonardpeltier.net 

 

Peoples Justice Coalition—Police Terror 

http://www.peoplesjustice.org 

 

Anti-imperialist Activist Resources 

 

Workers World Party 

http://www.workers.org 

 

International Action Center 

http://www.iacenter.org 

 

Troops Out Now Coalition 

http://www.troopsoutnow.org 

 

New Jersey Solidarity 

http://www.newjerseysolidarity.org 

 

May 1 Immigrant Rights Coalition 

http://www.may1.info/ 

 

Millions for Mumia 

http://www.millions4mumia.org 

 

Granma International—Cuba 

http://www.granma.cu/ingles/index.html 

 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 

http://www.pflp.ps/english 

 

Philippine Revolution 

http://www.philippinerevolution.net 

 

United Socialist Party of Venezuela 

http://psuv.blogspot.com 

 

Colombia Action Network 

http://www.colombiasolidarity.org 
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Issue #2 Coming in January 2009 

Submit your essays, fiction, poetry, art, comix,  
photography, etc., to redguard@gmail.com 

 

For updates, special features and links, visit 

 http://www.absent-cause.org 
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